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r I ''HE editors have reason to feel gratified, in view of the 
way their Journal has been received. 

For the kindly notice it has had from the medical press, and 
especially for the expressions of approval and encouragement 
we have received by letter from eminent members of the 
profession in different parts of the United States, we are 
grateful. 

The enterprise involves no small expense of time and 
money, but both are cheerfully given, and were fully counted 
in the beginning. Our expectations have in no sense been 
disappointed, but rather exceeded. 

The first number of the Journal by no means filled the 
conception of its editors as to what it should be, on account of 
the peculiar circumstances under which it was issued. It 
should have appeared early in January, but the panic in the 
financial world had led the editors almost definitely to delay 
its publication one year. But the symptoms of returning confi¬ 
dence in monetary matters, after the first of the year, led us to 
reconsider our determination; and hence the first issue was not 
only behind time, but M'as prepared and published so hastily 
as to render it unsatisfactory to us. We make these explana¬ 
tions for obvious reasons, simply in justice to ourselves. But 
we point with more satisfaction to the present number of the 
J ournal, as nearer what we would have it be in matter and 
style. 

The readers of our first number will notice, perhaps, that 
the type of the first department has been changed; it is 
larger and clearer. The paper is thicker; and this issue of the 
J ournal contains about forty more pages than did the first. 
We feel confident, if our readers were inclined to be satisfied 
with our first number, they will be more than satisfied with 
this. 
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We will take tliis occasion to say a final word as to the 
scope of the Journal. The field we have especially in view 
is that of the nervous system, not only on its own account, 
hut that of its relations to the body, of which it forms a part, 
on the one hand, and to the mind and mental action on the 
other. It is not our intention to produce a Journal of Insan¬ 
ity. We leave this more restricted and important field to 
other journals. In our own country it is already occupied, 
with marked ability, by the American Journal of Insanity, 
now so well known, not alone to the profession in the United 
States but also in other lands. But we do not expect to 
neglect mental diseases, clearly arisiug out of organic ner¬ 
vous disease. 

Everything of real interest, especially if new, that will 
throw any light on the anatomy, physiology, pathology, or 
therapeutics of the nervous system, in its various relations, 
whether medical or legal, is to be included within the scope 
of our Journal. 


The Alcohol Question. —Whatever may be thought of 
some of the methods recently employed to further the cause 
of temperance in the use of alcoholic drinks, there can be no 
question that the time has fully come for the thorough discus¬ 
sion, not alone of the social evils arising out of an intemperate 
use of alcoholic beverages, but of their true physiological 
action, both in health and disease. 

There can be no question but intemperance, in the sense of 
this term as ordinarily employed, is one of the most, it not the 
most, prolific sources of disease of various kinds, especially 
nervous and mental, whether hereditary or acquired, known 
among civilized men. And at present the evil seems to be on 
the increase. 

It is peculiarly incumbent on the medical profession to dis¬ 
cuss the questions involved, from scientific as well as practical 
standpoints, because no class in the community sustains such 
relations to this whole matter of intemperance as the medical 
profession. As a class, they alone have the means and oppor- 



